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United Educators of San Francisco 
Assembly Meeting  

Wednesday, January 19, 2005, 4:00 p.m. 
Official Minutes 

 
Approval of Minutes .........................................................................Susan Solomon 

M/S/C to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2004 Assembly meeting as 
corrected. 
Special Order of Business  

1. Review of Retired Division Bylaws……………………………………Gerry Meister 

Proposed changes to Article III, Membership, and Article XVII, Official Spokesperson, are to 
be removed for consideration at this time as there is a question about whether they may 
conflict with the UESF Constitution, Article III because it brings in outside members --the 
constitution says “active and retired members”--  and XVII because the president is 
currently defined as the spokesperson.  

Sister Meister described the function and structure of the division and mentioned many 
active members, including Robin Brasso, Pat Crawford, Ann Dee Clemenza, Claire Dunn, 
and Sandra Mack. 

The proposed bylaws changes will be voted on at the February Executive Board meeting, 
now that the Assembly has had the opportunity to discuss them. 

2. M/S/C: Resolution to Donate $150 to Mishwa Lee’s Student, Nikita George…... 
………………………………………………………….Lisa Gutierrez Guzman 

Whereas Nikita George is a 16-year-old student activist at the Community Scholars of 
Success High School here in San Francisco, and 

Whereas Ms. George is a foster child who has been actively organizing for the rights of 
foster youth with the goals towards independent living, and 

Whereas Ms. Mishwa Lee is the UESF member who nominated Ms. George for the youth 
Activism Award of the California Peace and Justice Caucus, and 

Whereas Ms. George will receive said award at the January 28, 2005 State Council in 
Los Angeles, but is of limited income, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Assembly direct President Kelly to make arrangements 
to donate up to $150 to help pay for Nikita George’s transportation and for other 
incidental costs toward attending the State Council to receive her prestigious award. 

M/S/F to amend the amount of the donation to $330. 

       3.   Rapid Response Committee Update…………………………………..Robin Brasso.  
Several letters by members have been published in the Chronicle and the Examiner.  
rbrasso@uesf.org is Sister Brasso’s new e-mail address.  She made a request that all 
present find out if there are people at their sites who will join the committee.  Please 
inform Sister Brasso if you see a published letter or article. 
 
Resolutions 

1. M/S/C as amended: Resolution on January 22 Pro-Choice March and Rally… 
Lita Blanc 
Whereas January 22nd is the 32nd anniversary of Roe vs Wade, the landmark 
Supreme Court Decision that established the constitutional right to 
reproductive choice and 
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Whereas on that same date, anti-choice extremists plan to march in San 
Francisco and 
 
Whereas SAN FRANCISCO PRO-CHOICE COALITION has called for a peaceful 
pro-choice rally to defend WOMEN'S HEALTH and REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that UESF endorse, publicize and participate in the January 
22 PRO-CHOICE RALLY (10:00 a.m. rally, Powell and Market Street; 11:00 a.m. 
march to the Embarcadero), and that a request be sent to the Executive Board 
to donate $25 to the rally in order to be a sponsor. 

M/S/F amendment to change “anti-choice extremists” to “pro-life activists”. 

 

2. M/S/C Resolution in Support of Oakland Schools…………….Lisa Gutierrez-
Guzman 
WHEREAS the State Administrator of the Oakland Schools, Randy Ward, has 
proposed the closure of five more schools, and the start-up of 13 charter 
schools (25% of the schools in the Oakland Unified School District), and 
 
WHEREAS the above actions effectively attack the very cornerstone of free and 
public education and the basic foundation of unionism, and 
 
WHEREAS the schools in question predominantly serve African-American and 
Latino working class families, and 
 
WHEREAS the closures of said schools and the opening up of so many charter 
schools would force those schools’ students and teachers into other schools 
which are already overcrowded, and 
 
WHEREAS our CTA/NEA affiliate in Oakland (the Oakland Education 
Association) has asked for our support in the past and has formulated the 
following demands:  no school closures, no transformation to charter schools, 
support small classes, quality teacher retention and adequate resources and 
facilities, full union rights for all members and a fair contract for all Oakland 
school employees, and 
 
WHEREAS UESF advocates for the same and similar demands and believes in 
the solidarity with our fellow union brothers and sisters, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that UESF President Dennis Kelly write a letter of support of 
the OEA actions (demonstrations, community meetings, etc.) called around the 
above issues, and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that UESF call for the support of OEA whenever we 
feel labor solidarity is necessary for our local issues. 

There is a community meeting tonight in Oakland at 8:00 p.m.  It is Sister 
Gutierrez-Guzman’s understanding that the closures are a result of student 
attendance, not test scores.  In addition, the closures are not mandated by the 
state, but are the option of the Oakland school district. 

Reports   
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1. District’s Contract Proposals and Negotiations………Dennis Kelly and Linda Plack  
Five copies of the district’s sunshined certificated contract proposals were available 
for perusal at the meeting.  The 32-page document includes about 28 pages of 
strike-outs.  This document is the work of the administration, not the school 
board. 

On January 21, there is an all-day meeting of the negotiations team and field and 
area representatives to prepare for negotiations.   

The district is not even willing to talk about the paraprofessional contract at this 
time.  Historically, UESF has always bargained the two contracts together.  Many 
of the district’s proposals for the certificated contract are not financial, but are 
power plays.  We have a representative negotiating team, but we also must activate 
each school site and UBC. 

Suggestion: Give members a copy of our proposals, especially the 12% raise 
proposal, and ask them to sign Adrienne Johnstone’s petition asking for a 12% 
raise.  This provides an opportunity to mobilize. 

2. Executive Vice-President’s Report.................................................Linda Plack 

a) Golden handshake status: 122 people have signed up.  There must be 300 by 
February 1, or it will not be offered. 

b) Calendar correction: The Special Education Committee meeting is on February 3. 

c) The Personnel Committee is meeting on Monday, January 24. 

d) The Spring Conference is being held on Saturday, March 

e) Educational Research and Development participants have completed the winter 
inservice.  Mark Murray and Betty Robinson-Harris are preparing to lead 
professional development sessions. 

f) UESF won an arbitration re: a teacher who was consolidated two years in a row 
and was consolidated while on sabbatical.  UESF lost grievances at levels 1 and 
2, but the arbitrator ruled in our favor, and the teacher will be placed at the 
school of his choice. 

3. Paraprofessionals ................................................................... Bradley Reeves 

a) On January 24, the only paid professional development day for paras, there will 
be a meeting for paras who need to be highly qualified under No Child Left 
Behind provisions.  The CODESP exam, the passing of which confers highly-
qualified status, will be offered for the first time.  There is a page on the UESF 
website with information.  Question: If paras are already highly qualified, what 
should they do on January 24?  For two weeks in the WAD, an announcement 
said that those paras could participate in professional development at their sites.  
The district has withdrawn this statement and is now saying that all paras have 
to go to Everett for the highly-qualified meeting.  UESF will probably have to file a 
ULP.  Paras who need to become highly qualified should go to Everett; if not, it is 
acceptable to go to their sites and sign in.  The CODESP will be given at 1:00.  
Paras can take the test even if they did not RSVP. 

b) Classes for CODESP test preparation dates have been set at CCSF: for math, 
March 12 and 19. The test will be given on March 26.  On April 9 and 16, there  
will be test prep for math and English.  The  test will be given on April 23. (These 
dates are all Saturdays). For additional information, call the CCSF Teacher Prep 
Center, 239-3891, or Kent Mitchell at the Office of Teacher Affairs. 
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c) S-10 and T-10 paras do not have to establish highly qualified status. 

d) The focus of the Paraprofessional Division meeting on January 26 is on safety, 
but there will be information on NCLB as well. 

4. Substitutes ................................................................................ Sandra Mack 

 A written report was submitted. 

5. Social Activities Committee.....................................................Susan Solomon 

There will be a UESF Get-Together on Friday, February 4, from 4:30-8:00 p.m. at 
Castagnola’s Restaurant. (See flyer.)  This is a good opportunity not only to socialize, 
but to encourage members to become informed, in an informal setting, about all that is 
going on in UESF. 

6. Staff reports……………………………………..Jocelyn Won, Mindy Pines 

The district tried to impose changes to evening school at two sites, without a meet and 
confer.  UESF informed the district that a grievance would be filed. Tom Ruiz agreed 
that the status quo would hold. Sister Won asked for it in writing. 

The district sent a letter asking that itinerant teachers in special education waive their 
rights to evaluations done by the deadline set in the contract. Some signed it, but Sister 
Won sent a letter to Deborah McKnight, protesting the waiver request.  McKnight agreed 
to withdraw the request.  

Requests for information made to the district are not being honored as they should be. 

Mindy Pines: UESF member Claire Trepanier, Annette Minafo and Mary Ellen Gallegos 
have been helpful in Sister Pines’ attempt to get accurate information about CLAD 
requirements.  All teachers who work with English Language Learners, even one, and 
regardless of the subject they teach, need CLAD certification.  Getting an emergency 
CLAD certification can help you keep your job.  Please e-mail Sister Pines with any 
questions or information. We can also try calling Michelle Modena.  Her packet came 
through school mail, so there is no way to verify that the packets were received.  Thank 
you to Sister Pines, whose responsibilities do not include this task.  

7. Divisional Committees 

a) High School ...................................................................................... Derrlyn Tom 

The committee is working to increase participation. Over 100 letters were sent out, 
inviting members to attend the next meeting. Really good food will be provided. 

b) Elementary School........................................................................Susan Solomon 

The ISOs have not responded to an e-mail request to meet.  The committee has not met 
with them all year. 

c) Child Development............................................................. Betty Robinson-Harris 

i) The committee met with the new director and found out about 32 teachers who have 
been non-re-elected.  This notification has not happened before. Most of the teachers on 
the list have been working as substitutes for many years. They were told that the March 
12 notification does not apply to CDP teachers. ii) Sister Robinson-Harris sang the 
praises of the Educational Research and Dissemination program. Rhode Island’s AFT E. 
R. and D. has taken over professional development in that state. This is a “trainer of 
trainers” program.  iii) Teachers were paid their per diem salary for the augmented 
hours they worked during the winter break.  Sister Robinson-Harris thanked UESF 
members for their support in this victory. 
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Report on attendance: There were 33 divisions represented at the meeting:  16 
elementary, 6 middle, and 10 high schools, one from School Heath Programs, one from 
the substitute division, and one from Child Development Programs. 

Good of the Order/Announcements : There is a rally scheduled for January 20, 5:00 
p.m. at Civic Center to protest the extravagance of President Bush’s inauguration 
events. 

Congratulations to Karen Zapata and her husband, whose son, Emiliano, was born last 
Saturday after a long labor.  

Packets of Sister Johnstones’ petitions were available. 

A sign-up to attend the Coleman Dream Schools February 3 meeting at the Bayview 
Opera House was circulated. 

David Kubrin has evidence about the 2004 stolen presidential election.  

Best wishes for a full recovery to Elaine Merriweather’s husband, who suffered a heart 
attack and had to have bypass surgery. 

Best wishes to Aracelly Martinez, who asked to be excused for the next few months due 
to a medical condition. 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:16 p.m. in memory of the mother of 
Bessie Carmichael Teacher Linda Ruth Cardoza. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Solomon 


